
N5 Composition Help Sheet 

 
If in doubt….ask for help! 

What Next? 

Lyrics Melody 

It is important when composing a melody that you 
start by thinking small.  For example, compose a 
melody lasting two bars which can then be 
repeated and developed.  It is amazing how the 
melody can sound quite different when the chords 
are changed.   
If you have chosen your chords in C major, your 
melody could drawn from this scale (C,D,E,F,G,A,B) 
or if you have chosen G major, these notes would 
be good to use (G,A,B,C,D,E,F#).  You do not need to 
use all the notes, and sometimes repeating notes 
can be effective. 

Choose 3 or 4 chords from either the key of C or the key of G.  Experiment until you find chords that you 
think work well together in a sequence and write them in the boxes below. 

Number:    Chords I II III IV V VI 

In C: C Dm Em F G Am 

In G: G Am Bm C D Em 

What music do  you listen to? Plan 
What do you want your composition to sound like? 

or 

Bar Number 1 2 3 4 

Chord     

Bar Number 5 6 7 8 

Chord     

Bar Number 9 10 11 12 

Chord     

Bar Number 13 14 15 16 

Chord     

Now choose another 3 or 4 chords as a contrasting section and write them in the 
boxes below(ask for help if you get stuck) 

Now is the time to begin to work on developing a melody.  Maybe you have decided to write a song, in 
which case you will also need to develop ideas for lyrics. 

There are several things to think about when 
writing lyrics.   
1. Choose a topic.  What is your song going 

to be about? Maybe mind map ideas 
2. You can start writing lyrics, remember 

and keep lines with roughly the same 
number of syllables 

3. Sometimes humming ideas along with 
your chords will help to give a rhythm for 
your lyrics. 

4. Lyrics can rhyme but they don’t always 
have to. 


